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to be lodged in everyone, ready for occasion Mr Ben-
jamin Kidd has told us how the lyondon policeman is the
very embodiment of authority, implicitly obeyed in a
way surprising to strangers Every king and commander,
every mother, elder sister, school prefect, every foreman
of works and captain of games, finds that within himself
which secures faithful obedience, not for the sake of his
merits but because authonty is proper to his office
Without this principle, society would cease to cohere
Practically there is no such thing as anarchy, what is
so-called is a mere transference of authority, even if in
the last resort the anarchist find authority in himself
alone There is an idea abroad that authority makes
for tyranny, and that obedience, voluntary or involun-
tary, is of the nature of slavishness, but authority is, on
the contrary, the condition without which liberty does
not exist and, except it be abused, is entirely congenial
to those on whom it is exercised we are so made that
we like to be ordered even rf the ordering be only that of
circumstances Servants take pnde in the orders they
receive, that our badge of honour is an ' Order' is a
significant use of words It is still true that ' Order is
heaven's first law' and order is the outcome of authority
That principle in us which brings us into subjection to
authority is docility, teachableness, and that also is uni-
versal If a man in the pride of his heart decline other
authority, he will submit himself slavishly to his ' star J
or his ' destinyJ It would seem that the exercise of
docility is as natural and necessary as that of reason or
imagination, and the two principles of authority and
docility act in every life precisely as do those two elemen-
tal principles which enable the earth to maintain its orbit,
the one drawing it towards the sun, the other as con-
stantly driving it into space, between the two, the
earth maintains a more or less middle course and the
days go on.